Why are home wireless security/alarm systems better than wired security systems?





You have decided to invest in a home security alarm. You want your home to be a haven where you and your family can feel comfortable and secure. Yet, as you have been researching what system to install, whether to do it yourself or hire a contractor, and how much money to spend, some terms keep coming up: Wired alarm systems versus wireless alarm systems. What is the difference between them and how does it affect the other consideratins, such as ease of installation, security and costs? Most importantly: what is the best system for you?





At first glance, "wired systems" versus "wireless systems" seem exactly the same. They both use sensors, and they both use control panels. The difference between the two systems is in the way the sensors and control panels are connected. In a hard-wired system, each sensor has its own cable and its own transmission link. All attempts to tamper with sensor boxes, cut sensor wires or cause power short cuts are detected immediately and without any ambiguity. In the case of a "wireless" system, the sensors are equipped with a low power transmitter which sends its data to a sensitive receiver, using radio waves. This data contains codes for identification, alarm, tamper attempts, "battery low" alerts and much more. The wireless receiver collects the data and decodes it. When the signal is disturbed, one of a number of pre-programmed alarms will sound. 





Ease of installation





The old rule of thumb used to be that wired devices were the least expensive but difficult to install, and that wireless devices were easier to install but less reliable and too expensive for the average home owner. 


However, just because the hardwire systems might appear less expensive than wireless systems, the installation would often require the expertise of a professional for installation, jacking up the costs.


Moreover, today's wireless alarm systems have become as dependable as wired alarm systems and costs have dropped significantly, making the wireless system much more attractive. Feature for feature, wireless systems are less expensive than comparable hard-wire systems.





Features


Because of its nature, hardwired systems are limited in their sophistation. They are essentially "on" or "off", unable to provide much additional information. Wireless home security systems on  the other hand can offer many additional features, making use of all the technology available today for remote programming, such as cell phones, internet and regular phone lines.





Main advantages of wireless systems





Easy to install


Wireless systems avoid the expensive and time-consuming task of installing new wires in the walls of existing homes.





Easy to operate


Arm your wireless home security system by pushing a single button.





Take the components with you when moving to a new location.


Invest once, rather than every time you move.





Designed to transmit a unique identification code to a controller


A wireless home security system allows you to input additional user codes for your baby-sitter, housekeeper, neighbor, relatives, etc.





Can be set up to record a voice message and to call programmed numbers in the event of an alarm


Pre-programmed messages can be relayed to specific people. Should your child not return from school at the proper time and turn off the system, the system can be programmed to page you. Should you be incapacitated, the system can call neighbors, relatives and 911. 





Wireless sensors, motion detectors, and video cameras can often be installed in locations that are not accessible for wired equipment.


Its low power sensors can be installed in damp areas such as basements and bathrooms.





Summary


If you have been putting off getting an alarm system because your house made hard wiring impossible; or you were simply dreading having to hardwire every single window and door to a central computer, the new wireless alarm systems are an excellent alternative.





Your home will be secure, and a wireless system will allow you to set up many additional features, that will make your life easier and safer. 





Remember that wireless home security is not just for people who own their own residences.  If you are renting a property, it will allow you to take the system with you if you move. Apartment dwellers may not want to rely totally on a centralized security system. 





If you have been worried about how to protect you and your loved ones, wireless home security is for you. Don't leave it till later.





